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Welcome

We are delighted to welcome 
you to The Portsmouth 
Grammar School, a happy 
and vibrant school located 
in the historic heart of 
Portsmouth. 

We are proud to be one of  the country’s 
leading co-educational independent day 
schools, attracting pupils from across 
Hampshire, Surrey, West Sussex and the 
Isle of  Wight to be part of  our family school.

We believe that every child should be happy 
and successful, in that order.  

We also encourage our pupils to think not 
only about where they will be at 18 but where 
they aspire to be at 25. We support our pupils 
to become rounded and resilient young 
people, confident in themselves and in their 
relationships with others, and ready to make  
a positive difference to the changing world.  

Each year, I interview every member of   
Year 11 to learn about their aspirations, to 
help guide them in their choice of  Sixth Form 
courses, and to understand how the school 
can help them to achieve their vision of  where 
they will be at 25. And when our pupils reach 
that exciting stage in their lives, we invite 
them back to the school to tell us about their 
experiences so that they can help to shape 
and inspire the thinking of  pupils currently 
studying here. It is this which makes PGS  
such a distinctive place to be.

We are a family school in which children can 
begin their educational journey from the age 
of  2½ and continue right through into the 
Sixth Form. Lifelong friendships are formed 
here every day, and our pastoral care is 
recognised as being exceptional.

The co-curricular opportunities include 
an outstanding programme of  music, 
drama, sport and outdoor pursuits, all of  
which contribute to our pupils’ personal 
development and enjoyment of  school life.

Above all, we aim to stimulate our children's 
curiosity and love of  learning through 
innovative teaching. As well as A Level we 
offer the International Baccalaureate diploma, 
and have a strong track record in supporting 
pupils to achieve their first choice university. 

We hope that you enjoy reading about our 
school. Do come and visit us to find out more 
about what makes PGS so special. We look 
forward to meeting you.

James Priory

Headmaster
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Our aim is for The Portsmouth Grammar School  
to provide an outstanding educational experience

PGS aims
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As the oldest school in 
the city, founded in 1732, 
we continue to honour 
the legacy of our Founder 
Dr William Smith, whilst 
adapting our values for the 
Twenty-First Century.

Fully co-educational throughout, girls and 
boys join our Nursery and Junior School from 
2½ years old and leave our Sixth Form on the 
cusp of  adulthood at 18.

Our aim is for The Portsmouth Grammar 
School to provide an outstanding educational 
experience and to be one of  the country’s 
most successful co-educational schools. We 
wish our pupils to be happy and successful, 
and in that order.

Our Vision



To ignite curiosity, imagination  
and a passion for learning

PGS aims
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To ignite curiosity, imagination 
and a passion for learning.

To value each individual  
and to celebrate what 
everyone contributes to 
the school and the wider 
community.

To nurture each individual’s 
intellectual, spiritual, artistic, 
sporting and social faculties.

To provide foundations for the 
future, preparing our pupils not 
only for university but for life.

To develop each individual’s 
confidence to lead and serve  
in a changing world.

Our Mission



Outstanding care for girls 
and boys from age 2½ to 4 
nurturing and enabling  
children to become active, 
independent learners 
through a carefully planned 
programme of activities 
within the safest of 
environments.

We provide both indoor and outdoor 
play and all pupils enjoy regular access 
to the facilities in the Junior and Senior 
Schools: a state of  the art dining room, 
library, theatre and hall. This enriches 
the learning experience in activities such 
as music, gym and dance sessions.

Our staff  are highly qualified and 
experienced, and provide an environment 
in which the unique qualities of  each 
child are recognised and nurtured. 

The Nursery supports those all-important  
first steps on each child’s learning journey,  
which for many will take them through our 
Junior and Senior schools and, ultimately,  
to our Sixth Form.

Welcome to the 
Nursery
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Nurturing children to become  
active, independent learners

PGS Nursery

Our vision is to nurture each 
child's natural enthusiasm  
to learn. By understanding  
what our children already know, 
we inspire learning through 
excellent play opportunities



Enthusiasm is the essence of 
our philosophy in the Junior 
School. As a fundamental 
quality it will ensure that 
every child is happy and 
successful here.

Each and every member of  our teaching team 
will help to develop enthusiastic learners; 
children who are happy to face the challenges 
of  school, safe in the knowledge that their 
contribution will always be valued and their 
enthusiasm rewarded.

The children are offered a rich and diverse 
curriculum and the opportunity to develop 
skills, knowledge and enjoyment across a wide 
range of  activities. Our children’s happiness is 
paramount; their wellbeing essential and high 
levels of  pastoral care are evident throughout.

We are very much a family school and there 
are countless opportunities for you to be 
involved in your child’s education, a link that is 
so important and valuable in enhancing your 
child’s enthusiasm and enjoyment of  school. 

Welcome to the 
Junior School

023 9236 0036  |  info@pgs.org.uk
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PGS Junior The children are offered a rich  
and diverse curriculum and the  
opportunity to develop skills



Developing a lifelong  
love of learning

PGS Early Years & Infants

023 9236 0036  |  info@pgs.org.uk
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Nurturing and developing a 
lifelong love of learning is at 
the heart of our Early Years 
provision and our children 
benefit greatly from a caring 
and supportive approach to 
their personal development.

It is so important that our children feel happy 
and that they learn to value the contribution 
of  others. Our small class sizes, supported 
by experienced and well qualified Teaching 
Assistants, ensure that this is possible.

From the first day, our children learn the 
academic skills of  reading, writing and maths 
alongside the personal skills of  sharing, 
respect and independence. They do this in a 
happy co-educational environment in bright, 
spacious classrooms supported by the very 
best in teaching and technological resources.

Junior School 
Early Years & Infants

Retaining small class sizes, our 
children continue to blossom and 
show enthusiasm and excitement 
for their learning.



 

Our Juniors benefit greatly 
from an increase in specialist 
teaching and from learning 
in subject specific rooms. 

This allows us to go way beyond the 
expectations of  the National Curriculum 
and to immerse our children in a 
stimulating and connected curriculum 
that combines the learning of  skills and 
knowledge with an understanding and 
ability of  how best to apply them. 

A focus on the core subjects of  English, 
Maths, Science and ICT is complemented 
by a weekly allocation of  Geography and 
History, Games, PE, Performing Arts 
(dance, drama and music), Technology 
(cookery, textiles and DT), RS, 
Philosophy, French, Art and PSHE.

Our junior children join the House system 
and benefit from the camaraderie and 
opportunities for personal development 
that are part of  this popular and 
treasured aspect of  school life.

We introduce all of  our pupils to the 
wonderful world of  music by providing 
each of  them with a stringed instrument 
for a term in Year Three and then a brass 
instrument in Year Four, both with free 
tuition. This inspires them to join one of  
our many musical groups and ensembles.

Sport is another popular aspect of  weekly 
life with two games sessions and a PE lesson 
every week, as well as a Saturday morning 
session for those that want to play even more 
sport at our fantastic facilities at Hilsea.

Junior School 

Children are always inspired by our 
Performing Arts programme with each 
year group working towards an annual 
musical. All children are involved and enjoy 
thoroughly their lessons in our specialist 
music rooms, drama and dance studios.

Friendships are forged and new skills 
developed on our many day and residential 
trips that enable the children to learn more 
about their subjects as well themselves, 
creating memories that will last a lifetime.

At the end of  their junior education our 
pupils make a seamless transition to the 
Senior School, their place determined 
not by an entrance assessment but instead 
as reward for their continued hard work 
and progress during their time at the 
Junior School. Our pupils are more 
than prepared for the challenges of  the 
Senior School and make the transition 
with great excitement and confidence.

023 9236 0036  |  info@pgs.org.uk
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School within a school, 
making the transition easy.

At the end of their junior education 
our pupils are more than prepared for 
the challenges of the Senior School

PGS Junior
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Our pupils flourish in a supportive and caring 
environment, achieving excellent results

PGS Senior
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The Senior School offers 
girls and boys aged 11-18 
outstanding academic, 
pastoral and co-curricular 
opportunities. 

Our pupils flourish in a supportive and caring 
environment, achieving excellent results 
at GCSE, A Level and the International 
Baccalaureate. Pupils regularly secure 
places at their first university of  choice.

The Senior School is made up of  
three distinct areas: the Middle School  
comprising of  Years 7 and 8, Years 
9 - 11, and our flourishing Sixth Form.  
Each stage has a unique atmosphere, 
acting as a school within a school.

Welcome to the 
Senior School



The Middle School 
comprises Years 7 and 8 
and provides the ideal 
introduction to life in 
the Senior School. 

Each pupil is in a Tutor Group and has a 
form tutor who will be with them for their 
two years in the Middle School. During 
these two years the tutor helps the pupils 
settle in to the School. In particular the 
tutor will guide pupils in their academic, 
co-curricular and pastoral life.

Pupils are very much encouraged to enter 
into the co-curricular life of  the School by 
joining at least two of  the many clubs which 
are available for them. A Freshers Fair is held 
early in the Autumn Term which helps give 
a flavour of  the many activities on offer.

Middle School pupils study the most varied 
curriculum of  any years in the Senior 
School. One of  the unique subjects studied 
in Year 7 is the Portsmouth Curriculum. The 
pupils are taught seven strands throughout 
the year which explores a varied range of  
topics with a particular local emphasis.

023 9236 0036  |  info@pgs.org.uk

Senior School 
Middle School



A school within a school,  
making the transition easy

PGS Middle  
School
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School within a school, 
making the transition easy.

We like to think about where our 
pupils will be when they are 25 and 
Year 1 1 is an excellent opportunity 
to explore their aspirations

PGS Years 
9-11

Year 9 marks the beginning  
of a new and exciting stage  
in a pupil’s school career
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Preparing for the future

Year 9 marks the beginning of  a new and 
exciting stage in a pupil’s school career.

Early in the school year the whole of  
Year 9 take part in an activities day on 
the Isle of  Wight to help team-building. 
This ensures that all pupils, including 
those who have just joined the school, are 
integrated into the year group and get to 
know their new tutors. A wide programme 
of  co-curricular activities is offered on 
Mondays after school, specifically for 
Year 9 pupils. We also provide new 
opportunities for responsibility such as the 
chance to sit on one of  the Pupil Councils.

In Year 10, pupils embark upon their 
GCSE and IGCSE courses and all that 
that offers in terms of  challenge 
and excitement. There are further 
chances to expand their co-curricular 
activities, including the Duke of  
Edinburgh programme which begins 
with the Bronze Award in Year 10.

Towards the end of  Year 10 and through 
the course of  Year 11 pupils begin to look 
ahead in terms of  career and Sixth Form 
studies. A comprehensive programme 
of  advice, presentations and interviews, 
including a one to one interview with the 
Headmaster for each pupil, is offered via 
tutors, House and Year teams and Senior 
Teachers in conjunction with the Careers 
department. In the Autumn Term a whole 
day and evening of  events devoted to “The 
Sixth Form and Beyond” is organised 
and this is followed up by a Sixth Form 
Subject Forum event in January. A variety 
of  opportunities related to career research 
are offered throughout this time.

Senior School 
Years 9-11
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A place as lively and as aspirational as PGS 
makes the Sixth Form experience unforgettable

PGS Sixth 
Form
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The Sixth Form experience is 
rightly described as the best 
that education has to offer.

A greater freedom, combined with the 
studying of  subjects that pupils genuinely 
enjoy, in smaller classes and with more 
adult relationships with teachers and tutors 
all make for an exceptionally fulfilling 
and hugely rewarding time. To have the 
opportunity to do all this at a place as 
lively and as aspirational as PGS is to 
make that experience unforgettable.

The Sixth Form years are very much a 
gateway to university and beyond – a time too 
for individuals to equip themselves with those 
vital life skills, balancing independence and 
responsibility alongside the need to prioritise 
effectively to meet deadlines and other 
expectations. The vibrant nature of  PGS 
means that as well as academic opportunities 
to rival the best in the country, a whole range 
of  other exciting and enriching ones exist 
too. There’s sport, music, the arts, drama, 
tours, trips and visits or societies and clubs 
organised by Sixth Formers themselves.

Welcome to the 
Sixth Form
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We offer Sixth Form pupils  
a wide choice of subjects 
and also of different 
academic routes through  
the Sixth Form years.  

Some pupils opt for A Levels which is the UK’s 
national examination system; others opt for 
the International Baccalaureate (IB) Diploma, 
an internationally admired programme. Both 
routes are highly valued by UK universities and 
employers alike.

Those opting for the IB choose six subjects – 
three at Higher Level and three at Standard 
Level. The school’s track record of  particularly 
strong IB university success is well evidenced, 
with PGS’s first cohorts of  ‘IB-ers’ having 
long since graduated from university to 
employment. Those opting for A Levels study 
four subjects, taking AS modules in the summer 
of  Year 12 and the more demanding A2 exams 
at the end of  Year 13.  

Much assistance is provided for IB or A Level 
routes and subject-choices. The high level of  
support and guidance that we offer during the 
Sixth Form years has resulted in an average of  
over 90% of  our highly-aspiring pupils securing 
their university of  choice.

 
Sixth Form
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Sixth Formers feel supported  
and empowered to reach their 
fullest potential

PGS Sixth  
Form
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A Day in the Life - Phoebe, Year 1 

08:25 – The bell rings and I line up with 
my Form and we go in for the register.

08:45 – Our Teaching Assistant listens to 
me read my reading book and we do lots of  
activities to practise our reading and phonics. 
I love reading books. 

09:30 – I am writing my news from the 
weekend and I am writing in sentences. 

10:00 – I am sat next to my friend and  
we are eating our snack, today it is grapes.  
I am drinking my milk.

10:15 – Mr Hopkinson, who is our 
Headmaster, is reading a story in assembly.  
It is a funny story. I am happy because I got  
a Headmaster’s award for being helpful.

10:45 – It is break time. I am playing with 
my friends on the pirate ship.

1 1:30 – My Form Teacher is teaching us 
how to add numbers that make 10. I really 
like playing a game on the computer where  
I have to match the numbers that make 10.

12:00 – It is lunch time. I am eating my 
lunch which is curry but it is not very hot so 
I like it. When I have finished my pudding, 
which is jelly, I can go and play with my 
friends in the playground.

13:30 – In music we are learning how 
to make a rhythm with lots of  musical 
instruments.

14:00 – In our topic we are learning how 
to make maps. I have made a map with my 
friends of  Neverland. I drew a mountain.

15:00 – We listen to the story Can’t You 
Sleep Little Bear? in French, and I can say  
all the numbers to 10 in French.

15:30 – After school I am going to sewing 
club and I am excited about making my 
bookmark. Next term, I am going to go to 
construction club.

16:20 – My mummy and daddy are here  
to take me home. School was fun today.
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6:30  –  I woke up at 6:30 this morning. I am 
up straight away having breakfast and getting 
dressed. On Friday I play tennis from 7:30 to 
8:15 at the tennis Dome. After training I walk 
back to the Upper Junior School.  

8:25  –  It is ERIC first; that’s Everybody 
Reading in Class! We either do silent reading, 
group reading aloud or listen to a story tape.  

8:45  – In English we are writing and 
planning a story about a haunted house.  
We have to include lots of  descriptive words to 
make our work more gripping to the reader. 
We share all our ideas and vocabulary and  
I really want to write a ‘spine chilling’ story.

9:45  – In P.E. we swim at HMS Temeraire. 
We practise 2 strokes a week. Breast stroke is 
my best stroke but we are encouraged to work 
on all the strokes. 

10:45  – It's finally break! I cannot wait to 
have a snack as I am so hungry after all that 
swimming. I either play tennis or basketball 
with my friends. 

A Day in the Life - George, Year 5 

11:05  – We have assembly altogether in the 
hall with Year 6. Mr Hopkinson usually reads 
us a story. We have to listen carefully to all the 
notices for next week. 

11:25  – Next is maths and at the moment 
we are doing multiplication and division.  
We play maths games and warm ups like 
count down and fizz buzz.

12:20  – Lunch time; It's Friday so we have 
fish and chips, which is everyone’s favourite.  
I have a banana for desert. I try and catch the 
first line back to our site so that I have lots of  
time in the playground with my friends. 

13:20  – Geography next! I love Geography 
and I got the Geography prize last year at 
Prize Giving. One night, I sat in bed for an 
hour and I memorised all the countries of  the 
world! This has really helped me. 

14:20  – Bonjour!! Our teacher always 
makes French so much fun. We have learnt 
our colours and numbers and even have short 
conversations. I cannot wait for the Year Six 
French trip next year. My sister went on it last 
year and recommends both frog’s legs and 
snails! I don’t know if  she is joking though. 

14:50  – The last lesson is PRS. It is a great 
way to end the week as it is a calm lesson.  

15:15  – Form time and time to organise 
our homework; we get homework three times 
a week, including the weekend. I don’t mind 
doing homework as I know it helps me to 
learn and prepares me for the Senior School.

15:35  – Off  to Brass Band practice. I really 
need to work hard today as we are going 
to Barcelona in Spain on a trip also next 
year. I am so excited as I have never been to 
Barcelona before. There is a trip every two 
years for the band.

17:00  – Mum picks me up and once 
home I’m allowed to watch TV or play on 
my iPad for working hard in the week. I need 
to get to sleep quite early as tomorrow I am 
representing the School in a football match 
against another school. 
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6:00 – Alarm goes off. I wait a few 
minutes. Reluctantly I wake up and go straight 
into the shower; I make breakfast and rush to 
the train station.

8:30 – Signed off  my recognition and 
handed phone in. Tutor time is always 
enjoyable. Today Josh, our peer mentor, has 
nipped in to help us with our pastoral work.

9:10 – English today involves a cauldron, a 
Papier Mâché mask and three witches. Yes, 
today we finally get to present our scenes of  
Macbeth we have been working on all term! 
After this it’s into French class. Today we 
are learning how to ask where somewhere is 
and polishing off  some French verbs in the 
language lab.

10:25 – Break time means a quick rush to 
the tuck shop to avoid the queue. The school 
- made cookies are very popular and they go 
very quickly. After that, I sit down in the quad 
and chat with my friends. 

1 1:35 – We are finishing off  our model 
wooden motor boats for the big race next week 
in Design Tech. I’m looking forward to sticking 
all the pieces together to see my race boat. 
Fingers crossed it all doesn’t come apart in  
the water!

12:50 – It’s lunch and today Year 7 are in 
last. Luckily I have an early lunch pass so I go 
in to the buzzing Dining Hall. I have to rush 
as I have a lunchtime club.

13:15 – Glee Club is really fun. Right now 
we’re just singing the main song from the 
Disney film Pocahontas. ‘Can you paint with 
all the colours of the wind...’ Oh and the 
teacher’s great too! I have Maths next. Don’t 
want to be late for that!

15:10 – Last lesson of  the day is Geography. 
I am finishing off  my farm project with my 
partner and best friend, Alice. We are using 
the green screen to video ourselves.  
I hope I don’t forget my lines!

16:00 – That’s all the academic stuff  
finished. Now I can loosen up with some 
Netball! Netball club is always a favourite of  
mine and I always look forward to it. Today 
we are improving our catching and throwing 
and getting ready for the tournament on 
Saturday.

17:45 – Netball finished and done. I get 
driven back home and get changed out of  my 
uniform. I have tea and then have a few hours 
of  relaxation. This involves TV and some 
reading. School tomorrow so got to  
have an early night! 

A Day in the Life - Amanda, Year 7 
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6:15 – Alarm goes off. Resisting the urge 
to stay in bed for another hour, I drag myself  
into the shower, eat breakfast and walk down 
to the train station. 

8:30 – Normally we’d be having a lively 
debate over Scottish Independence in 
tutor time, but today there is a meeting for 
Portsmouth Point, to discuss the theme for  
the next magazine publication.

9:10 – Double English is far more relaxed 
than usual. Having studied A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream for the past few weeks, we are 
treated to watching the film.

10:25 – Break time means time for another 
cup of  tea, and naturally a heated discussion 
concerning the weekend’s football. Next lesson 
is double German, and we’ve just started 
preparing some presentations over a European 
city of  our choosing. Naturlich habe ich Köln 
gewählt. 

12:15 – I have a study period before lunch 
today, but I’m up to date with homework 
which means I can relax in the Sixth Form 
Centre and read my book – The Collector. 
I’m using it for my English coursework, so I’m 
starting to look for good quotations to use. 

12:50 – At lunchtime we sit in the quad 
because amazingly it’s not raining, but I have 
to run off  to a meeting for the Cambodia 
Committee. We raised a lot of  money from 
the Great South Run, and now need to think 
about what to organise next.

14:30 – Double Politics is the last lesson of  
the day, and we’ve just started to learn about 
American politics and culture. There’s a lot 
to grasp as the system is very different to ours, 
but videos from the Presidential Campaigns 
of  2004 are proving entertaining. 

16:00 – The rugby team piles on to 
the bus that takes us all down to the Hilsea 
playing fields. Fitness, drills and a practice 
match should put us in a good position before 
the game on Saturday. 

18:00 – Jump on the train and head 
home. I get straight in the shower when  
I get in, then eat dinner and watch the 
evening news.  

A Day in the Life - Dominic, Year 12 



All pupils are placed into one of  four Houses 
when they arrive at the school and these are 
based on the four colours: Red, Blue, Green 
and Yellow, but given a special PGS twist by 
giving them the names of  important people 
associated with the school from the past.
In the Junior School, the Houses are Hudson, 
Nicol, Jerrard and Privett.

In the Middle School, the Houses are Barton, 
Eastwood, Hawkey and Summers. In the 
Senior School, the Houses are Grant, Latter, 
Smith and Whitcombe.

Pupils feel a huge sense of  pride in their 
House which, in turn, provides them with 
their Tutor, a place to spend time with their 
friends and the opportunity to represent their 
House in numerous competitions. These 
range from sport, music, drama and even 
academic work.

This healthy yet friendly rivalry helps give the 
school a unique flavour and provides a sense 
of  belonging and fellowship for our pupils.

The school has a long-
standing and much-loved 
House system which filters 
down all the way from Sixth 
Form to Junior School. 

  
Houses
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Providing a sense of belonging  
and fellowship for our pupils

PGS Houses



a 

023 9236 0036  |  info@pgs.org.uk

The school has a national 
reputation for the quality  
of its co-curricular provision, 
and especially for its Sport, 
Music, Drama, CCF and 
Outdoor Pursuits. 

The range of  clubs and societies on offer to 
PGS pupils is vast. We aim to be fully inclusive 
and to encourage all pupils to take part in 
activities that both excite and challenge them 
to achieve their full potential. Whether it’s 
Astronomy Club, the International Society, 
Cookery Club, Stock Market Club or the 
Model United Nations there is plenty of  
choice available to our pupils.

There are over fifty established co-curricular 
clubs and activities to choose from, taking 
place before school, at lunchtime, after school 
and at weekends. Pupils are encouraged to 
propose and initiate new clubs if  their interest 
or talent is not represented.

Co-Curriculum
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We believe that co-curricular  
activities exist to complement  
and enhance the academic 
curriculum beyond the formal 
classroom

PGS  
Co-Curriculum

Pupils are encouraged to take part 
in the School’s comprehensive 
co curricular programme, which 
provides a dazzling array of 
opportunities for them to  
learn new skills



Sport for all is a central part of the 
school’s philosophy as is the desire  
for every pupil to enjoy sport and 
achieve their own personal best

PGS Sport



We believe that physical activity plays an 
important role in every pupil’s life. 
Sport for all is a central part of  the school’s 
philosophy as is the desire for every pupil to 
enjoy sport and achieve their own personal best.

Junior School
Sport in the Junior School ensures that every 
child, regardless of  ability, has the opportunity 
to be actively involved. Children receive 
a generous allocation of  PE and Games 
lessons and are encouraged to develop a 
healthy and positive attitude towards sport 
and team games. Enthusiastic involvement 
in sport provides untold benefits, not least 
in maintaining a healthy and active lifestyle. 
Whilst promoting the benefits of  healthy 
participation and competition, we also  
ensure that children learn and gain confidence 
from making mistakes; developing skills and 
confidence appropriate to the level of  each 
individual.

Senior School  
and Sixth Form
Whilst our curriculum distinguishes between 
Physical Education and Games, the notion 
of  excellence permeates throughout. This is 
measured by improvements in pupil and team 
performances rather than simply by results. 
The whole experience is an integral part of  
the school curriculum and the department is 
keen to react to the needs of  each pupil and 
the aims of  the School.

We are one of  the leading sports schools in 
the UK. We have a thriving programme for 
girls and boys and provide access to specialist 
coaching for all pupils, regardless of  ability. 
The standard of  our competitive sport is very 
high but we also provide a wide and varied 
Games programme that caters for all pupils.

PGS Sport 

www.pgs.org.uk
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For over 130 years, Hilsea 
Playing Fields have hosted 
PGS Sport. They are located 
approximately 4 miles away 
from the main school campus 
and provide the facilities for 
the majority of the outdoor 
sports programme.

The 17.5 acre playing fields is home to  
4 rugby pitches, an AstroTurf  pitch for hockey 
and tennis, 5 netball courts, 7 tennis courts,  
2 first class cricket squares and numerous 
rounders pitches.

We always warmly invite parents and families to 
come and support their children at fixtures and 
to enjoy one of  our famous “Hilsea Teas”  
in the pavilion.

Hilsea  
Playing Fields 



We always warmly invite parents  
and families to come and support 
their children at fixtures and to enjoy 
one of our famous "Hilsea Teas"

PGS Sport

The expectations of the school  
are that the school delivers a 
premium sporting experience, 
within an atmosphere of enjoyment, 
endeavour and success.
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Our aim is to help our pupils  
to find ways of expressing 
themselves in a creative way

PGS Music 
Art and Drama



We believe that exposure  
to the Arts is essential if  
we are to provide a rounded 
education for our pupils. 

That’s why you’ll find that Art, Music 
and Drama play a vibrant part of  school 
life at PGS. Our aim is to extend our 
pupils' opportunities and experiences 
and help them to find ways of  expressing 
themselves in a creative way.

We seek to encourage our pupils to have a 
wider understanding of  the world in which 
they live. Nurturing self-awareness and 
having an understanding of  others is crucial 
to this aim and we aspire to give our pupils 
every possible opportunity through the 
Arts. In addition to our own talented and 
enthusiastic teaching staff, we look for every 
opportunity to bring creative professionals 
into the school to work with our pupils, 
including sculptors, actors, designers, 
directors, musicians and performers.

Involvement in the Arts at PGS not only 
adds to young people’s enjoyment of  school 
but can help them develop friendships, 
personal skills and a cultural appreciation 
that will enrich their adult lives.

Music, Art  
and Drama

www.pgs.org.uk
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Every PGS pupil knows that 
being an active and caring 
member of the school is 
key to the development of 
both the individual and the 
community.

We cherish our links with national and 
international communities, but, nurturing our 
local links is central to the school's ethos.  In 
particular, as a Choir School, we share a very 
close relationship with St. Thomas' Cathedral 
in Old Portsmouth and this is facilitated by our 
own dedicated School Chaplain.

We are also delighted to play a leading role  
in the Portsmouth Festivities – the city’s 
premier arts festival.

Our Community



Every PGS pupil knows that to have  
a good friend he or she must be one

PGS 
Community
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The Portsmouth Grammar 
School is situated in 
the heart of the vibrant, 
cosmopolitan city that 
Portsmouth has become. 

The school is in Old Portsmouth, just metres 
away from the Solent and on a street where 
Portsmouth Football Club was formed, the  
Duke of  Buckingham was assassinated and 
where Nelson spent his last night before 
leaving on HMS Victory for the Battle  
of  Trafalgar. 

Many of  our pupils come in each day from 
outside the city. Portsmouth is linked to the 
motorway network by the M27 and M275, 
and being central to the city the road network 
easily leads you to our door. Trains come in 
to Portsmouth & Southsea and Portsmouth 
Harbour stations from all over the south coast 
and from the mainline route to London via 
Petersfield, Haslemere and Guildford. Both 
city stations are within a fifteen minute walk 
of  the school. 

Ferries and hovercrafts constantly traverse the 
water from the Isle of  Wight and Gosport, 
their terminals are again only a fifteen minute 
walk away from us.

There is also a well-used private coach service 
available to PGS pupils that brings them 
straight to the door.

Our Location 
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‘All experience is an arch 
wherethrough Gleams  
that untravelled world’
Tennyson

The Portsmouth 
Grammar School

www.pgs.org.uk



Contact us

The Portsmouth  
Grammar School

High Street   
Portsmouth   
Hampshire  
PO1 2LN

Senior School
T. 023 9236 0036 
F. 023 9236 4256 
seniorschool@pgs.org.uk

Senior School Admissions 
T. 023 9236 4269 
admissions@pgs.org.uk

Junior School
T. 023 9236 4219 
F. 023 9236 4263 
juniorschool@pgs.org.uk

Junior School Admissions  
023 9236 4219 
admissions@pgs.org.uk

Nursery
T. 023 9268 1337  
Nurseryadmissions@pgs.org.uk

Headmaster 
headmaster@pgs.org.uk
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